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Laws and Business.

In his address to the Merchants’
Association of New York last night,
Mr. Root, deploring the confusion
that has grown out of the great mass
of laws enacted and court decisions
interpreting them, said:

“I have found that over 62,000 laws
have heen passed by Congress and
state legislatures in this country in
the past five years, and over 65000
decisions reported by courts of last
resort. How can you possibly know
them? How can you conduct your
business and keep out of jail?"

This gives added point to the fol-
lowing news paragraph now circu-
lating :

“The Sixty-third Congress consid-
ered 30,053 measures, according to
the Semate secretary’s customary
post mortem issued today, and made
laws ot 700 of them. Originating in
the Senate were 7751 bills and 245
joint resolutions; in the House, 21,616
Lills and 441 joint resolutions. Of the
700 laws, 417 were ‘public’ and 283
‘private.

It is hardly correct to say that Con-
gress “considered™ that many meas-
ures. A statement nearer the mark
would bhe that that many measures
were ntroduced and appropriately
referred. Some of them probably
never had the ghost of a chance to
pass. Some probably had been in-
troduced in former Congresses.
some will probably be introdnced
again in the next Congress. Some
measures have appeared so often
they have become shopworn.

Still, after allowing for this, the
fact remains that a great many meas-
ures are considered and passed by
every Congress, and that the total
number on the books today, not to
mention the records of state legis-
latures, is enormous. Not only busi-
ness men, but lawyers, find their way
through the mass and maze with
difficulty.

What Mr. Root said about the pop-
ular distrust of successful business
men has a much wider application
than he gave the matter. The muck-
rakers have not confined themselves
to attacks on one calling. The pro-
fessfons have been as much splashed
as basiness. Charges have been
made indiscriminately, and without
respect to persons or activities. We
have been told that shystering and
sharp practice have become the
profitable rule in the practice of law;
that quacks and their patented reme-
dies flourish at the expense of the
medical profession, and that even the
pulpit is not immune from the power
of wealth and the temptation to pur-
sue it

The period of hysteria inaugu-
rated by the muckrakers seems,
however, to be drawing to a close.
The atmosphere 1s clearing and sen-
timent returning to normal. Even
those who have profited by the nasty
imdustry of unsettling confidence in
men prominent in politics and men
successful in business talk and act as
if they had had enough of that sort
of thing, and show a willingness to
co-operate for a return of confidence
and an era of helpfulness and pros-
perity.

The Missing Submarine.

The United States Navy has been
particularly fortunate in the matter
of its submarine craft, which until
now have escaped misfortune in
maneuvering, while the navies of for-
cign powers, in times of peace, have
suffered serious losses, due to acci-
dents. Now apparently this record
has been broken, with the disap-
pearance beneath the surface at
Honolulu of the American submarine
V-4, with eighteen men. Though
nearly twenty-four hours have passed
since she sank, in the course of her
target practice work off the Hawaiian
harboe, and every possible effort has
heen made ta locate her, she remains
below the surface, and there is the

gravest apprehension that she has
heen wrecked at the bottom of thel
sca, through some cause now only toi
be guessed. After this lapse of time
there is only the slightest hope that
wny uf the men can be living. Ulti-
uiately the boat will probably be
grappled and brought to the surface,
whien it will doubtless be possible to
ascertain the reason for the disaster.

China is beginning to wonder how
far a mational policy of peace at any
price can be carried.

War and Peace.

The announcement of the death nf
Mrs. “Stonewall” Jackson develops
the fact that a grandson of the great
Confederate general is a lieuten-
2nt in the United States Army, and
stationed at present in the Philip-
pines. Here is a comforting sug-
gestion for those who are told, and
are disposed to believe, that war
produces divisions past remedy, and
vequeaths feelings of undying bitter-
Ness,

Europe, undoubtedly, is in terrible

throes. Passion never before ran

higher. Destruction of life and prop-
erty was never greater or more ap-
palling. Deep scars will be left.
Years will be necessary to cool what
is now so hot. But that time will
come. The war will end, and the
world go about its peaceful business
again. Many good relations, now in-
terrupted, will be resumed.

Qur civil war was an awful experi-
ence, and lasted four years. Sections,
and even families, were divided.
Brother against brother, and some-
times father against son, faced each
other in battle. The death toll was
enormous, and the property losses
almost beyond calculation. Scars
were deep and numerous.

At the close therc were many
heads wagging and many gloomy pre-
dictions made. The war was at an
end, but the country had not been
saved. The government could not
be held together by bayonets. The
people of the north and those of the
south could never be reunited for
mutual advantage. Hatreds would
never dic. Men who had fought the
war would swear their children, the
one side against the other. Terri-
tory ravaged by the strife could
never be restored to comfort and
prosperity.

How chortsighted the pessimistic
calculations! Reunion began soon
after the strife ceased. As difficul-
ties arose they werc overcome.
Waste places were built up. Former
enemies became personal friends,
and professional or buasiness asso-
ciates. Many young men of the south
found opportunities in the north and
improved them, and vice versa. Scc-
tionalism survived in politics, and
politicians traded on it on both
sides. But the solidarity of the coun-
try and the strength of the new gov-
ernment were never threatened. The
scars have nearly all disappeared.

As that has happened in this coun-
try, why should it be impossible in
Europe? A family row is always the
fiercest; but even the fiercest family
rows come to an end and rarely leave
lasting hate. Years may be neces-
sary to soften asperities, but the peo-
ples of Europe will again live at
peace together, and present waste
places blossom again as the rose.
The world has been fighting and then
making up from the beginning, and
will continue in that spirit to the end.

The Massacre at Urnmiah.

The outrage at Urumiah, Persia,
just reported by cable from Tabriz,
through the American consul there,
is calculated to arouse the keenest in-
dignation in this country against the
Turkish government, even though
conditicns may be such as to permit
no action in reprisal or punishment.
According to the report of Mission-
ary Labaree, sent to thc consul, a
Turkish officer, with a number of
regular troops, forced his way into
the compound of the mission at Uru-
miah, and, against the protests of
the American missionaries, removed
a group of Assyrian Christian refu-
gees and massacred them, after beat-
ing and insulting the Americans.
These unfortunate Assyrians were,
of course, not under the official pro-
tection of the flag of this govern-
ment, but they were in the custody
of Americans in whom the govern-
ment of the United States is directly
concerned and whose humane mis-
sion has the sanction and support
of the American people. The pres-
ence of Turkish troops in Persia is
in itself unjustified and the govern-
ment at Constantinople cannot pos-
sibly condone the massacre on any
ground. A strong protest should be
directed promptly in the name of the
United States against this wanton
disregard of American rights.

A great many democrats are in-
clined to insist that the 1912 method
of selecting a presidential candidate,
while it took a considerable amount
of time, was entirely satisfactory in
its results.

It is at least conceded that when
an American ship is accidentally
sunk all kinds of protests may be
made without violation of neutrality.

The promise of an Easter parade
of airshbips over England will not
render London any more cordial to
the “made in Germany" idea.

Paris now declares that the hum
of aircraft does not disturb its slum-
bers. This is the first intimation that
the French capital ever slept.

Having made Vice President Mas-
shall an honorary member of their
tribe, the Sioux are now expected to
develop a sense of humor.

Incidental to every call to arms
there is aiso a series of calls to the
lecture platform.

The Aisle Gtanders.
A verdict has just been rendered
in the District court giving damages
to a street car passenger wheo al-

leged assault by the motorman when | !
{And when he made a deal the fig-

he refused to move from his position
in the aisle of the car to make room
for additional passengers. The jury
regarded the motorman's attempt to
make him change his place as un-
warranted to the extent of a verdict
of a thousand dollars in damages
against the employing company. This
raises a question of importance, to
be considered by the public utilities
commission in its endeavors to give
the public adequate street car serv-
ice. Most passengers are amenable
to the rule or custom requiring aisle
“standers” to move forward on enter-
ing the car to the last possible place,
to keep the exits and entrances as
free as possible, but occasionally a
passenger develops a streak of in-
dependence and declines to shift his
position, or possibly he finds a safe
grip somewhere near the door and
is afraid to move forward to a less
secure station.

Xhe court ruled the other day in a

damage case that a passenger is sub-l
ject to his own risk in the matter of |
the sudden starting of the car after
his entrance, and he is thus warned
that he must get a secure handhold
to safeguard himself. The truth is
there is little satisfaction to the pas-
senger in being merely permitted to
stand inside of the car, and he is evi-
dentiy, in the view of thec court, to

be given some freedom of choice as;
to where he will be permitted to

place himself.

These two decisions are to be read
together, with the company not lia-
ble for falls incidental to the sudden
starting of the car, but with the com-
pany's operatives not permitted to
use force in compelling a passenger
to change his position when once he
has taken it. The logical outcome of
these rulings is to increase the per-
centage of sitting passengers and di-
minish that of standing “fares.” The
utilities commission has proposed a
rule along this line, but, as The Star
has heretofore pointed out, the as-
surcd effect of such a rule will be to
cause a grave congestion on the lines
at the points of intersection during
the rush hours by large additions to
the number of vehicles. Perhaps the
new lines proposed will relicve this
condition somewhat, and meanwhile
there is public hope that the pro-
jected bus service may improve the
situation.

Predictions that the war will last
three or four months longer are re-
garded as highly favorable. Some
time ago the threat of a quarter of
a year’s war would have been regard-
ed as the announcement of a calam-
ity.

The “chautauqua salute” is men-
tioned as a means of distributing
pneumonia germs. Older civilizations
will yet follow the example of Japan
and condemn the pocket handker-
chicf to the crematory.

The fact that Elihu Root has no
desire to be President does not pre-
vent him from making speeches cal-
culated to impress the public mind
with his exceptional qualities as a
patriot and a thinker.

Government statistics indicate that
American grain may become too val-
uable to warrant any risk of its being
sent to the bottom of the ocean in
shiploads.

Statesmanship is always bound to
encounter difficulties in maintaining
simultaneously a rigid mews censor-
ship and an appeal to popular senti-
ment.

The public has ceased to regard tlie
announcement of a fruit crop fail-
ure as a conclusive indication that
there will be no fruit.

It is generally conceded that there
may be times when business needs
encouragement more than regulation.

If he cannot have an acquittal
Charles Becker would like to have
an unlimited number of trials.

SHOOTING STARS.
BY PHILANDER JOENSON.
Times Have Changed.

“Men used to be accused of going
to the opera in order to see the bal-

let.”
“Yes. Times have changed. Now

wives say the opera plots are im-
proper, but take us to see the classic
dancing.”

Hope in Dialect.
Of men who wrote “Gadzooks” we
sing,
According them renmown secure,
So maybe if I write “Gol Ding!”
1 may turn up in literature.

An Art Suspicion.
“True art does not think of money.”
“No,” replied the grand opera
manager. “I'm expected to do the
thinking. And sometimes [ think
brain work is as poorly paid in the
art business as in another.”

Unperturbed.

“That poem of yours about spring
had some hard lines to scan. The
feet were difficult to manage.”

“Well, in spring you must expect
to have hard lines and take extra

care about your feet.”
Martial Perplexities. :

“Qur position is rather precarious,” |
said the leader of a small band. “Gen. |
Bananio is likely to march against us
at any time.”

‘"Vhy don’t you retreat?”

“That’s the difficulty. There are 30
many generals about that an effort
to get away from one may look like a
precipitate attack on another.”

Inconsistencies.

There was a man whose dealings
were exceptionally great. !
His wealth if turned to cash would |
measure by the hundredweight, |

]

ures that he would express

Would bhe a “million dollars”; he
would seldom mention less.

When things went wrong and thou-
sands were involved in sudden
luss

He wrote it in his ledger and it
didn't make him cross.

And yet he got so mad he kicked the
table full of dents

Because a restaurant waiter held him
yp for fifty cents.

He would simply nod his head to
close a big financial deal,

And when it went against him he
was never known to squeal.

He would gaze in reminiscence, free
from any serious shock,

On the losses represented by certifi-
cates of s:ocE.

And yet there were occasions when
his state of mind serene

Was shattered in a way which with
astonishment was seen.

The way he cussed and quarreled was
admittedly a shame

Easter

Handkerchiefs

Our collection of French,
Swiss and Madeira Hand-
kerchiefs is appropriate
for Easter and early
spring.

Prices range from 25

cents upward,

Deimel Linen-

Mesh Store

739 15th Street N.W.

glove that is washable. %
Stylish, comfortable, hygienic.

'%chmnhowihardbhck.

Men, women, and chidren.

We wish to announce the ar-
rival of the new CHALMERS
six = cylinder forty - horsepower
five-passenger car, weight less
than 3,000 pounds. An entirely
new car, with cantilever springs,
which absolutely prevent the
jolting, “rolling” and sidesway
found in other light cars. Price,
$1,450, delivered in Washington,
fully equipped.

ZELL MOTOR CAR CO.

of Washington,
1405 H Street N.W.

If You Are Losing Weight
and your nerves are in bad condition,
we recommmd

Olive Oil
SL_H E_m_l,g Ision

r
a food and nerve tonic preseription.
O’Donnell's Drug Stores.

§ Whether

g Gas or Electric

:ﬁ Pipes or Wires .
7 Chandeliers or Brackets
/ We offer the best obtainable
%C '
‘A

7 1204

Z

TO THE

Galifornia

Expositions

CHICAGD &
L NORTH WESTERN RY.

Foe free Dockiets and full information
eall on or address

focals.
1, Off om Oculists’ Prescriptions.
Spherical.... Tic ea.
Torle Prices. < Cylinder. ... 8150 ea.
| Sph.-Cyl.....51.7T5 en.
ADOLPH KAHN, 835 F N.W.

When he lost $11 in a quarter limit
gempe, - :

Wi,

We installed an electric dynamo
for Demagnetizing Watches.
Prices Most Reasonable

Waich Cleaning...... $1.00
$1’Do Malm Springs......... $1.00

All work guaranteed. Experis In
Swian, English and American
Watches. Key-wind Watchen
changed to Stem-wind.

A. KAHN, Watchmakesr, 035 ' N. W,
Our Specialty Is
Beautifying Homes.

Now's the time to think of having
the home Painted and Repapered, We
offer the most satisfactory service In
these llnes. A service that enhanres
the bemuty of home,

GEO. PLITT CO., Inc.
1218 Connecticut Ave.

Experienced Advertisers Prefer
The Star

The Popularity of Our Popular-
Priced (irades of Men’s Clothes.

$15.00 to $25.00

Don’t think the prices are too small to admit of the qualities being sat-

isfactory.

Add four dollars to our prices if you want to gauge the value.

That’s just about what we save you by producing our own garments. But
we do more than effect a saving. We get more snap and style into our mod-
els—we make our assortments in each of these grades big and bountiful
—because we cater to every taste—at every price. If you pay us $15 it must
buy the best Suit or Top Coat you ever saw for $15. Same must be true of

every lot at $20—and $25.

It isn’t the Saks-label that makes the Saks Clothes favorites, but the char-

acter of Saks Clothes that have made the label the sign of the best.

Enormous assortments in English and Conservative Suits—in plain col-

ors and exclusive patterns. Enormous assortment of Top Coats—Tan Cov-
erts; the smart mixtures, and the Conservative Plain Coats.

Easter Specials for the Boys.

It’s not easy for us to surpass the reputation our Boys’ Department already enjoys.
But we’ve certainly done it in these leaders we’ve gathered for Easter offering. Tempt-
ing as our values always are—these are more so. Generous as our assortments always
are—this is better than usual. By making your selection tomorrow you’ll have the

advantage of the full variety.

Boys' Fancy Cheviot Norfolk Suits, with
TWO PAIRS of knlckerbockers. Very neat and
attractive patterns; strongly

made and cut in full propor- sleeve and black but-
tlons. Bizes 6 to 17 vears. = tons. Sizes
vears.

Regular $5.00 value..........

Boys' Combination Suits—Norfolk Jackets,
with TWO PAIRS of full-cut and full-lined
knickerbockers. Plain Blue Serge, Shepherd
"laids and Fancy Mixtures—
silk-gswed seams—satrictly all
wool. Sizes 6 to 18 years—and

-

regular $7.50 value...........

value. ...

Boys' Fancy Cheviot Sults—Bulgarian Nor-
folks, with knickerbocker pants. Light, medium
and dark colors. Strongly and

350 VRIUS . .--cocncheeinaes

“Right Posture” Suits for Boyvs—the Suits
with the athletic meonitor—which will keep

‘tancy Chevlots—Nor-
folk  Jackets, with
TWO PAIRSof PANTS.
Sizes 6 to 15 years.
Regular $8.50 values.

$6.75

With each of these Right Posture Suits I
we glve the boy a regular Base Ball Glove.

Boys' Shepherd Pland
Teefers, with silk em-
broidered emblem

i!t;ga.ﬁar . $ l .98
Boys’ S0c¢Scarfs

Wide-end Four-in-
Hands, in the best of
the new colorinzs and
in the genu-
ine 30¢ grade

uesatialy, mude i 1t $1.05 St TS
Young Men’s Special Suits

vour bov erect and well. Bplendld patterns in With =a

cuffs.

accurate
knowledge of what the young
men want—you'll find in this
lot of Suits the best examples
— Blue Flannels — Shepherd
Plaida—Tartan Plalds—Strik-
ing Stripes—an immense variety of very new
and very smart effects—sSoft-roll Coats; slightly
body-fitting; 5-button Vests and snug-cut trou-
sers. All sizes from 14 to 20 years.

Reefers;
small
“Rah
match.
ered
sleeve,
Regular
35 walue

tacheoed

All

Boys' Shepherd laid

large G
check: with
Rah™
Silk embroid-
emblem 0

$3.98
Bovs’ 75¢ Shirts

Neglige Shirts, in at-
tractive patterns; at-
collars  to

ln‘lmls:h: soft 50"

MHat to

$15

Whew! What a Sale!

The Benjamin Stock of Furnishings

At 60c=-on-the=Dollar.

Right straight through this most exclusive and excellent stock that’s the
price—60c-on-the-dollar. Not only was it a most complete stock; but one of

highest grade—catering to Benjamin’s exacting trade.

We’ve had three days of unprecedented crowds—so great we’ve had to
shut the doors at intervals. Of course, the assortments are shrinking—but

there’s good choice for tomorrow—in practically every line.

Benjamin Belts.

Black and Tan Leather Belts—the
better and best grades.

$2.00 lines for......$1.20
$1.50 lines for........9c
$1.00 lines for........60c

Benjamin Hose.

Silk, Lisle and Cotton Hose, in Blue, -
Tan, White, Gray, Green and Navy Blue.

$2.00 lines for......$1.20
$1.50 lines for........90c
$1.00 lines for.
75c¢ lines for.
50c lines for.
25¢ lines for.

Benjamin Neckwear.

Imported and Domestic Silks—in
Flowing-end and knitted effects. Superb

Benjamin Shirts.
White Pleated Shirts
$2.50 line for.......$1.50
$2.00 line for.......$1.20
$1.50 line for. ........90c
White Stiff-bosom Shirts
$2.00 line for.......$1.20
$1.50 line for. ........90c
$1.00 line for.........60c

Benjamin Gloves.

Such celebrated makes as Fownes’,
Dent’s and Perrin's — in Gray, Tan,
White and Chamois.

$2.00 lines for......$1.20
$1.50 lines for........90c
$1.00 lines for........60c

Benjamin Underwear.

Athletic Underwear, in mercerized
cloth and self-striped madras.

$1.00 lines for........60c
50c lines for........30c

colorings.

..60c

.45¢
..30c
.. 15¢

$2.00 lines for......$1.20
$1.50 lines for........90c
$1.00 lines for........60c
50c lines for. .......30c
35¢ lines for........2lc

8c

25¢ Brighton ' |E & W. and Red
Gacrters SH l 5C| ‘Man Collars . .‘.a A
|

Guyot 50c
Sus-enders

30c

Pennsylvania

Avenue.

Suks & Cnnupan

Seventh
Street.




